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President Nixon yester- 
day endorsed strict anti- 
busing provisions as he 
sought public backing from 
i major school-aid bill fac- 
ng House votes this week. 

In a nationwide radio ad- 
Iress, Mr. Nixon said that seg- , 
egated school systems over 
he past five years “have been 
lismantled in much of the 
lation with minimal forced 
busing.” 

This accomplishment, he 
added, “demonstrates that 'ex- 
cessive forced busing is neith- 
er necessary nor desirable.” , 
The President specifically 
endorsed the amendment 
sponsored by Rep. Marvin L. 
Esch (R-Mich.) and other Mich- 
igan lawmakers which would 
make busing a limited, last- 
resort remedy in school de- 
segregation. 

The EsCh amendment close- 
ly resembles Mr. Nixon’s 1972 
“equal educational opportund- 
es act” proposal which passed 
ties act” proposal,, which 
passed the House that year by 
nearly a 3-to-l margin but fell 
victim to a Senate filibuster. 

It includes a “reopener” pro- 
vision that would allow review 
of past desegregation orders 
and reduction of their busing 
requirements to the amend- 
ment’s limits— one of which 
would largely ban busing of 
students beyond schools next- 
i closest to their homes. 

The House Education and 
Labor Committee rejected the 
Esch amendment on Jan. 31 
on an 18-to-6 vote. But that 
panel is usually far more lib- 
eral than the full House mem- 
bership, which has repeatedly 
espoused busing curbs. 

Mr. Nixon discussed busing 
only briefly, near the outset 
of his 12-minute noon address 


from Camp David. He .en- <■ 
dorsed the House committee’s 
school-aid bill as an “import- 
ant first -step” toward stream- 
lining federal . grant programs 
and giving more spending con- 
trol to states and local com- 
munities. 

“Bureaucrats in Washington j 
cannot educate your children,” . 
he said. 

The President sidestepped 
specific comment on one of 
the bill’s most controversial 
section — a new formula allo- 
cating funds to educate disad- 
vantaged children among 
states and school systems. Sev- 
eraT floor amendments are ex- 
pected. 

On the other hand, Mr. 
Nixon repeated his previous 
attack on the Senate commit- 
tee version of the bill— saying 
yesterday that it would result 
in “a bureaucratic nightmare, 
built on good intentions, but 
hopelessly bound up in miles 
of red tape.” He said he would 
veto it. 

The Senate version, unani- 
mously reported out of com- 
mittee last week, could reach 
the floor in early April. , It, 
would allow consolidation of 
special-purpose grant pro- 
grams only if they are individ- . 
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ually funded at 1972 levels, 
and includes several other spe- 
cific programs the White 
House opposes. 

As io busing provisions, the 
Senate committee’s bill in- 
cludes the milder, occasionally 
ambiguous language which 
Conggress included, after 
lengthy wrangling, in an edu- 
cation bill two years ago. 

The legislation would re- 
place a number of aid pro- 
grams for elementary and sec- 
ondary education which expire 
June 30. 

Mr. Nixon, who had offered 
his own proposals to Captiol 
Hill a year ago, repeated yes- 


terday his intent to seek 
nearly $3 billion this spring in 
advanced funding for the 1974- 
75 school year if Congress 
sends him a satisfactory bill 
soon enough. 

Advanced funding, he noted, 
“would enable your school 
board to plan ahead, knowing 
how much it can count on 
from the federal government.” 

Prompt final congressional 
action on the bill, however, 
seems unlikely. While House 
and Senate may pass their re- 
spective versions before 
Easter, past experience points 
to a lengthy House-Senate con- 
ference afterward to resolve 
differences — over busing as 
well as other issues. 



